
Nathan D. Quesnel 
Superintendent of Schools 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1110 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108   Tel: (860) 622-5107            Fax: (860) 622-5119              www.easthartford.org 

 
Date: January 29, 2021 
 

Dear EHPS Community, 

 

It has been a great week for EHPS as we welcomed our In-Person Learners back to our buildings on Monday.  Thanks as 

always for the support and commitment to continuing to keep our students, faculty, and community safe.  While success 

has always been about working together, COVID-19 certainly underscores the importance of this East Hartford value.  

Thanks for your partnership!  

 

This week, we received additional positive data from the Department of Public Health (DPH) identifying that East Hartford 

cases continue to drop from a high of 405 cases/week on January 9th to 242 cases/week last week. This regression 

indicates an important trend regarding our ability to host In-Person Learners but also reminds us of the importance of 

vigilance and adherence to mitigation strategies.    

 

As such, I am writing to you today to share a few important reminders: 

● Feeling Sick, Stay Home: As we have transitioned back to In-Person Learning, we ask that you work as a family to 

support our schools by keeping your children at home if they are not feeling well.  Taking this precaution is one of the 

most important mitigation strategies available in stopping community spread.  Based on our new efforts around 

“Concurrent Learning,” your child can still remotely access learning throughout the day while safeguarding against 

potentially spreading the virus.  

● Adherence to the Governor’s Travel Advisory: Travel anywhere other than New York, New Jersey, or Rhode Island for 

more than 24 hours requires you to quarantine for 10 days upon your return or submission of a negative Covid-19 test 

result to the Commissioner of Public Health via email to DPH.COVID-TRAVEL@ct.gov or via fax to 860-326-0529.  The 

Covid test can be within 72 hours prior to your return to CT or any time after you return to CT but your children cannot 

return to school without adhering to this requirement. 

● EHPS COVID-19 Response Protocols/Communication Process: Our Contact Tracing/Communication Process continues 

to evolve to match current research and best practice.  In particular, we believe that our streamlined system below 

will provide transparency around the health and safety of our schools while easing the previously experienced 

“overcommunication” of cases that have no organizational impact on our community and schools.  

 

The new process is outlined below:  

o EHPS is made aware of a positive COVID-19 case for a student/staff member. 

o The EHPS Contact Tracing Team (including Central Office Leaders, Building Principal, Nursing Supervisor and 

East Hartford Department of Public Health Liaison) meet to engage in a detailed contact tracing process. 

o Following the CDC guidelines, all identified potential “close contacts” are contacted and confirmed/cleared by 

Nursing Supervisor/School Nurse.  Confirmed contacts are notified of mandatory 10-day quarantine periods 

and symptom monitoring protocols. 

o Decisions regarding temporary closure are based on the following details: 

▪ Assessment of transmission 

▪ Ability to complete contact tracing process/thoroughly complete interviews/investigation 

▪ Ability to clean impacted areas 

▪ Ability to adequately staff the school 

http://www.easthartford.org/


o If after reviewing the pertinent details of the case, a district decision to temporarily close the impacted 

building/classroom/grade level is made, a communication will be e-mailed out from the Office of the 

Superintendent to all building staff and families.  In addition, this communication will be posted on our website 

under the COVID Notifications.   

o If after reviewing the pertinent details of the case based on the factors listed above, it is decided that the 

school will maintain standard operations (i.e., no closure necessary) a communication will be posted on our 

website under the COVID Notifications.  These notifications are catalogued on a monthly basis and provide an 

excellent source of data in terms of positive cases across the district by school.  We believe this practice 

provides high level transparency for our entire community without clogging up important communication 

channels with non-consequential messages.  As we double down on our commitment to keeping our 

stakeholders informed, we hope this revision to our system will enhance the engagement around impactful 

communication.  

● Ability to Remain Flexible to Adaptive Changes: If we have learned anything over the past nearly 11 months it has been 

the importance of remaining flexible and adjusting to continual change.  As epidemiologists and medical experts begin 

to message new information regarding mutated strains of the virus, we will continue to engage and follow their expert 

advice.  While the future remains fluid, we know that we will need to continue to adjust to new circumstances ahead.  

In advance, we appreciate your patience and understanding as we work to make adjustments that continue to meet 

the needs of our children while keeping them safe.   

 
Thanks for working hard to keep our community safe and our schools open.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Nathan D. Quesnel  

Superintendent 

East Hartford Public Schools 
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